
THINK 
ABOUT 
FIRE 
BEFORE  
IT STARTS 

Prevent 
electrical fires
Electrical fires in the home are 
one of the most preventable 
types of fires.

DID YOU 
KNOW?

Electrical equipment 
is the FOURTH 
leading cause of 
house fires.

In 71% of home 
electrical fires, the 
cause is electrical 
failure of the 
equipment.

ELECTRICAL FIRES



Learn more about Amber’s Fire Safety Campaign:

nan.on.ca/FireSafety

*Statistics for Ontario provided by the Office of 
the Fire Marshal & Emergency Management. 

ELECTRICAL FIRES

BE SAFE.
Check cords often for damage such as fraying or 
nicks. A damaged cord can expose wires and result 
in a potential shock or fire hazard. 

•	 Avoid running cords under rugs, which can 
damage the cord and cause a fire. 

•	 Extension cords should be used only as a 
temporary connection. If permanent wiring is 
required, have additional outlets installed by a 
licensed electrician. 

•	 Extension cords should not be linked together - 
use an extension cord that is long enough to do 
the job.

•	 Air conditioners, space heaters and other heavy 
appliances should be plugged directly into an 
outlet, not in an extension cord or power bar.

•	 Avoid “octopus outlets” (clusters of wires and 
plugs) - this may overload the outlet and lead to 
an electrical fire.

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY.


